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In the price of afins, the ‘vich-and the poor are required
to pay the :same amount. The contribution is a poll tax,
having no reference whatever to property. The personal
gervice. which every citizen renders, is of necessity equal

i ca

t maV be considercd just, becausc the personal riglits
i are equal. But in providing arms and equipments,
every citizen.renders a pecuniary service, and to make the
ibution just, it should be apportioned upon the basis of

property. o A :
The established system is as unjust in principle, as a rule
of taxation which should require every citizen, without re.
-gard to his pecuniary ability, to contribute ien dollars, or
. any other specific sum, to the expenses of government.—
“The injustice of the system 13 acknowledged by the actof
Congress of 23d April, 1308, which provides for arming
dnd ‘equipping the whole body of the militia of the United
States, by appropriating-annually $200,000 to that object.
But although the principle for which the committee con-
tend, is admitted by this act, the provision which 1t makes

is wholly inadequate to the object in view,
" The defects in the established militia system, to which
the committee have referred, ave wholly beyond the reach

of the legislative authority of the State. They can only be
remedied by an amendment of the act of Congress, of il
‘May, 1792, and although that part of the Revised Statutes,
which relates to the miiitia and the public defence, is sus-
ceptible of some’ improvement, no alteration can be made
in 1t, which would have the eflect of relieving the great
body of the militia from apy portion of the burden of mili-
tary service. : .
The committee have therefore not deemed it advisable to
report a bill providing for amending the Revised Stalutes,
so as to remedy the Inconsiderabie deiects which can be
reached by our legislation; but they would respectiully sug-
gest the adoption of a resoiution, instructing our senators,
and requesting our representatives in Congress, to use their
exertions to- procure such amendments of ing act of 8th
May, 1792, as shall provide for the existing deficiencies in
the established organization of the militia, without impair-
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